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consequence of the mistakes made in the past that we had
now to wash our hands of the Province. I was then
obliged to say : ' If such is the case, take it on lease/

" The way in which the Viceroy conversed with me
yesterday fully convinced me that, if I refused to lease
saying that the present conditions might continue, His
Excellency would not listen to me or would give but evasive
answers if he listened, and that if I pressed him to give a
definite reply to my request he would say plainly, as he has
already said before, that my application (for restoration)
could not be entertained/1

I cannot help considering the reference to Lord
Salisbury's reply to the representation made by Sir SaJar
Jung, in 1878, as singularly unfortunate, It unquestion-
ably influenced my father, as no doubt, it was intended to
do, by creating the impression that the matter was already
prejudged. His inference was erroneous, but that this was
the result is quite evident from the above extract. Lord
Salisbury, in his reply adverted to above, had only pointed
out that there was no time limit specified in the Treaty of
1853 for the determination of the assignment of the Berars ;
and that, should the Nizam on attaining majority desire
to have a general revision of the Treaty arrangements
relating to the Province, his wishes would receive considera-
tion at the hands of the British Government. In the above
conclusion, there seems to be hardly any warrant for the
daim that the Berars were assigned in perpetuity, or that
the decision was invested with the character of finality.

The outstanding feature of the interview between
Lord Curzon and my father is that, on the high authority
of the Viceroy of India, a comparatively powerless Ally
was definitely and emphatically given to understand, con-
trary to past solemn assurances and Treaty obligations,
that by no manner of means and under no circumstances
would the British Government then, or at any future time,
restore the Province of Berar to its legitimate owner. His
objections to the permanent alienation of the Berars were
overruled on grounds wholly inconsistent with pledges given
by the British Government in 1853 and repeated in 1860,